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wireless services . We also anticipate seeking initi a l understandings re lated to the disposition of 
certain television allotments in Canada and Mexico that are currently protected under bilateral 
agreements. 

Once the United States and Canada or Mexico reach an understanding on a particular 
coo rdinati on issue, va ri ous types of negot iated instruments can be used to fo rmali ze that 
understanding. 

4. Who will represent the FCC during these discussions? What other U.S. government 
officials will be participating? 

Members oftbe Comm iss ion's Incentive Auction Task Force, particularly staff from the 
International Bureau, represent the Commission during our discussions. Representatives from 
the State Department, particu larly the State Department 's Internat ional Communications and 
Information Policy Office of Bilateral and Regional Affairs, also participate in these 
di scussions. T he State Department w ill lead negot iat ions on any instruments used to formali ze 
our understandings w ith Canada o r Mex ico . 

5. When does the FCC expect the coordination efforts to be finalized with Ca nada and 
Mexico? Is there a target date for completion? 

The Middle C lass Tax Re lief and Job Creati on Act of20 12 (Spectrum Ac t) re ite rated the 
Commi ssion 's ex isting duty to coordinate with Canada and Mexico , and we w ill comply w ith 
the Spectrum Act's requirements. 

As noted above, our international coordination efforts will be ongoing. We intend to have 
sufficient arrangetnents in place in advance of the incentive auction to provide auction 
participants and non-participants a like enou gh information to make needed business dec isions. 

[ apprec iate your interest in thi s important matter. Please do no t hesitate to contact me if 
you should req uire furt her ass istance. We w ill place a copy of yo ur inquiry and our response in the 
Commiss ion 's incentive aucti on docket. 

~Y* ~c...__-_-
Gary M. Epste in 
Chair 
Incentive Auction Task Force 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

.JU LIUS G ENAC HOWS KI 

C HAI RMAN 

The Honorable Bi ll Huizenga 
U.S. House of Representatives 
12 17 Longworth House Office Bui ld ing 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Huizenga: 

April 22, 2013 

Thank you for your March 28111 letter regarding the importance of international 
coordination to the incentive auction process, parti cularly fo r our border states. The Commission 
is keenl y aware ofthe impo rtance of coord inat ion with both Canada and Mexico , and I share 
your confidence that the coordination with our neighboring countries will be successful. 
Enclosed, p lease find a letter from Gary Epstein, Chair of the Commission ' s Incentive Auction 
Task Force, answering the specific questions posed in your letter. 

ff you have any addit ional quest ions or need any further assista nce, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sincere ly, 

Ju lius Genachowski 

Enclosure 

445 12TH S TREET S .W . W AS HI NGTON , D . C . 20554 • 202-418-1000 • JG@FCC. GOV 



Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

The Honorable Bill Huizenga 
U. S. House of Representatives 
1217 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Huizenga: 

April 22, 2013 

Thank you for your letter regarding the importance of international coord ination to the incentive 
auction process . The Commi ss ion has made coordination with its counterparts in both Canada and 
Mexico a top priority and we expect our efforts to be successful. Below please find answers to the 
specific questions posed in yo ur letter: 

1. What is the current status of coordination efforts with the Canadian or Mexican 
governments? 

The Commission and State Department have been engaged in on-go ing discussions with Canada 
and Mexico on border issues related to the incentive auction. As is typical in open spectrum 
proceedings with cross-border implications, the Commission, State Department, and their 
Canadian and Mex ican counterparts have establi shed government-to-government working 
arrangements that have been operating to help ensure optimal outcomes for all three countri es. 
The U.S.-Canada working arrangement has resulted in several teleconferences over the past 
month to advance our work in thi s area. We expect the consultations with our counterparts in 
Canada and Mexico to result in a better des igned and more successful auction. 

The Commi ss ion and State Department will conti nue using estab li shed coord inati on processes 
(e .g. the U.S. -Canada Radio Technical Liai son Co mmittee (RT LC) and U.S. -M ex ico Hi gh 
Level Consultative Commi ssion on Te lecommunicati ons (HLCC)) for regu lar teleconferences 
and/or meetings with Canadian and Mexican te lecommunications officials . 

2. What is the Commission's timeline fot· international coordination? 

As is typical , our international coordination efforts will be ongoing. We intend to have 
sufficient arrangements in place in advance of the incentive auction to provide auction 
participants and non-participants alike enough information to make needed business deci sions . 

3. What are the significant milestones that must be reached to complete the coordination? 

As in any internat ional negotiation, there are seve ral unique stages, and progress ion from one 
stage to the next depends on a vari ety of facto rs. We ant icipate one of the first areas where the 
United States wil l reach initial understandings with its Canadian and Mexican counterparts will 
concern the methodologies to be used for interference scenarios for television and future 
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wireless services. We also anticipate seeking initial understandings related to the disposition of 
certain television allotments in Canada and Mexico that are currently protected under bilateral 
agreements. 

Once the United States and Canada or Mexico reach an understanding on a particular 
coordination issue, vari ous types of negot iated instruments can be used to formali ze that 
understanding. 

4. Who will represent the FCC during these discussions? What other U.S. government 
officials will be participating? 

Members of the Commiss ion's Incenti ve Auction Task Force, particularl y staff from the 
International Bureau, represent the Commission during our discuss ions. Representatives from 
the State Department, particularly the State Department's International Communications and 
Information Policy Office of Bilateral and Regional Affairs, also participate in these 
di scussions. The State Department will lead negotiations on any instruments used to formalize 
our understandings w ith Canada or Mex ico. 

5. When does the FCC expect the coordination effot·ts to be finalized with Canada and 
Mexico? Is thet·e a target date for completion? 

The Middle Class Tax Reli ef and Job Creat ion Act of20 12 (Spectrum Act) reiterated the 
Commi ss ion's ex isting duty to coo rdinate with Canada and Mexico , and we wi ll comply with 
the Spectrum Act's requirements. 

As noted above, our international coordination efforts will be ongoing. We intend to have 
sufficient arrangements in place in advance of the incentive auction to provide auction 
participants and non-participants alike enough information to make needed business deci sions . 

I appreciate your interest in thi s important matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you should require further assistance. We will place a copy of your inquiry and our response in the 
Commission 's incentive auction docket. 

C\m2A_ 
Gary M. Epstein 
Chair 
Incenti ve Auction Task Force 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

.JULIUS GE NAC HOWS KI 

CH AIRMAN 

The Honorable Dan Ki Idee 
U.S. House ofRepresentati ves 
327 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Kildee: 

April 22, 2013 

Thank yo u for your March 28 111 letter regarding the importance of internati onal 
coordination to the incenti ve auction process, parti cularly fo r our border states. The Commission 
is keen ly aware of the importance of coordinati on with both Canada and Mex ico, and I share 
yo ur confidence that the coordination with our neighboring countries will be successful. 
Enclosed, please find a letter from Gary Epstein, Chair of the Commission 's Incentive Auction 
Task Force, answering the specific questions posed in your letter. 

If yo u have an y addit iona l questions or need any further ass istance, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Julius Genachowski 

Enclosure 

445 12TH STR EET S .W. W AS HINGTON , D . C . 20554 • 202-4 / 8- 1000 • JG@FCC .GOV 



Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D .C. 20554 

The Honorable Dan Ki ldee 
U.S . House of Representatives 
327 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ki ldee: 

Apri l 22, 2013 

Thank you for your letter regarding the importance of international coordination to the incentive 
auction process . The Commission has made coordination with its counterparts in both Canada and 
Mexico a top priority and we expect our efforts to be successful. Below please find answers to the 
specific questions posed in your lette r: 

1. What is the current status of coordination effot·ts with the Canadian or Mexican 
governments? 

The Commission and State Department have been engaged in on-go ing di scussions with Canada 
and Mexico on border issues related to the incentive auction. As is typical in open spectrum 
proceedings with cross-border implications, the Commi ssion, State Department, and their 
Canadian and Mexican counterparts have established government-to-government working 
arrangements that have been operating to help ensure optimal outcomes for all tlu·ee countries . 
The U.S.-Canada working arrangement has resulted in several teleconferences over the past 
month to advance our work in this area. We expect the consultations wi th our counterparts in 
Canada and Mexico to result in a better des igned and more successful auct ion. 

The Commi ssion and State Department will co ntinue using establi shed coordination processes 
(e .g. the U.S. -Canada Radio Techni cal Li aiso n Co mmittee (RTLC) and U.S .-Mexico High 
Level Consultati ve Commi ss ion on Te lecommunicati ons (HLCC)) for regular teleconferences 
and/or meetings with Canadian and Mex ican te lecommunicat ions official s. 

2. What is the Commission's timeline for international coordination? 

As is typical, our international coordination efforts will be ongoing. We intend to have 
sufficient arrangements in place in advance of the incentive auction to prov ide auction 
participants and non-participants alike enough information to make needed business decisions. 

3. What are the significant milestones that must be reached to complete the coordination? 

As in any international negotiation, there are several unique stages, and progression from one 
stage to the next depends on a variety of factors. We anticipate one of the first areas where the 
United States will reach initial understandings with its Canadian a:nd Mexican counterparts w ill 
concern the methodo logies to be used for interference scenari os for te levision and future 
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wireless services. We also anticipate seeking initial understandings related to the disposition of 
certain television allotments in Canada and Mexico that are currently protected under bilateral 
agreements. 

Once the United States and Canada or Mex ico reach an unde rstand ing on a particul ar 
coordination issue, vario us types of negotiated instrun1ents can be used to forma lize that 
understand ing. 

4. Who will represent the FCC during these discuss ion s? What other U.S. government 
officials will be participating? 

Members of the Commission ' s Incentive Auction Task Force, parti cul arl y staff from the 
International Bureau, represent the Commission during our di scussions. Representatives from 
the State Department, particularly the State Department 's International Communications and 
Info rmation Policy Office of Bilateral and Regional Affairs, also participate in these 
discussions. The State Department will lead negoti ati ons on any instruments used to fo rmalize 
our understandings w ith Canada or Mexico. 

5. When does the FCC ex pect th e coordination efforts to be finalized with Canada and 
Mexico? Is there a target date fot· completion? 

The Middle Class Tax Re lief and .l ob Creation Act of20 12 (S pectru m Act) reite rated the 
Commi ss ion' s ex isting duty to coord inate with Canada and Mexico, and we will comply with 
the Spectrum Act" s requirements . 

As noted above, our international coord ination efforts will be ongo ing. We intend to have 
suffici ent arrangements in p lace in advance of the incent ive auction to prov ide auction 
participants and non-participants alike enough info rmation to make needed business decisions. 

I appreciate yo ur interest in this important matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you should require further ass istance. We wi ll place a copy of your inquiry and our response in the 
Commission 's incentive auction docket. 

r;cerely, 

, Gary:IEpstein 
Chair 
lncenti\'e Aucti on Task Force 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

.JULIUS GENACHOWSK I 

CH AIRMAN 

The Honorable Carl Levin 
United States Senate 
269 Russell Senate Office Bui lding 
Washington, D.C. 205 10 

Dear Senator Levin: 

April 22. 20 13 

Thank yo u for yo ur March 28 111 letter rega rding the importance of international 
coordi nation to the incentive auct ion process , particularly fo r our border states. The Commission 
is keenly aware of the importance of coordination with both Canada and Mexico , and I share 
your confidence that the coordination with our neighboring countries will be successful. 
Enclosed, please find a letter from Gary Epstein, Chair ofthe Commiss ion's Incentive Auction 
Task Force, answering the spec ific questions posed in yo ur letter. 

If you have any add itional questions or need any further ass istance, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sincerely. 

Julius Genachowski 

Enclosure 

445 12TH STREET S .W. WASHINGTON , D .C. 20554 • 202-418- 1000 • .JG @FCC . GOV 



Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

The Honorable Carl Levin 
United States Senate 
269 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Levin: 

April 22, 2013 

Thank you for your letter regarding the importance of international coordination to the incentive 
auction process. The Commission has made coordination with its counterpm1s in both Canada and 
Mexico a top priority and we expect our efforts to be successful. Belo\v please find answers to the 
specific questions posed in your letter: 

1. What is the cmTent status of coordination efforts with the Canadian or Mexican 
governments? 

The Commission and State Department have been engaged in on-going discussions with Canada 
and Mexico on border issues related to the incentive auction. As is typical in open spectrum 
proceedings with cross-border implications, the Commission, State Department, and their 
Canadian and Mexican counterparts have established government-to-government working 
arrangements that have been operating to help ensure optimal outcomes for all three countries. 
The U.S.-Canada working arrangement has resulted in several teleconferences over the past 
month to advance our work in this area. We expect the consultations with our counterparts in 
Canada and Mexico to result in a better designed and more successful auction. 

The Commission and State Department will continue using established coordination processes 
(e.g. the U.S.-Canada Radio Technical Liaison Committee (RTLC) and U.S.-Mexico High 
Level Consultative Commission on Telecommunications (HLCC)) for regular teleconferences 
and/or meetings with Canadian and Mexican telecommunications officials. 

2. What is the Commission's timeline for international coordination? 

As is typical, our international coordination efforts will be ongoing. We intend to have 
sufficient arrangements in place in advance of the incentive auction to provide auction 
participants and non-participants alike enough information to make needed business decisions. 

3. What are the significant milestones that must be reached to complete the coordination? 

As in any international negotiation, there are several unique stages, and progression from one 
stage to the next depends on a variety of factors. We anticipate one of the first areas where the 
United States will reach initial understandings with its Canadian and Mexican counterparts will 
concern the methodologies to be used for interference scenarios for television and future 
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wireless services. We also anticipate seeking initial understandings related to the di sposition of 
certain television allotments in Canada and Mexico that are currentl y protected under bilateral 
agreements. 

Once the United States and Canada or Mex ico reach an understanding on a part icul ar 
coordination issue, various types of negoti ated instruments can be used to fo rmali ze that 
understanding. 

4. Who will represent the FCC durin g these discuss ions? What other U.S. government 
officials will be participating? 

Members of the Commission' s Incentive Auction Task Force, particular ly staff from the 
International Bureau, represent the Commission during our discussions. Representatives from 
the State Department, particularly the State Department's International Communications and 
Info rmati on Policy Offi ce of Bilateral and Regional Affairs, a lso part ic ipate in these 
di scussions. The State Department will lead negotiations on any instruments used to fo rmali ze 
our understandings with Canada or Mexico. 

5. When does the FCC expect the coordination efforts to be finalized with Canada and 
Mexico? Is there a target date for completion? 

The M iddle Class Tax Relief and Job Creati on Ac t of20 12 (S pect rum Ac t) re iterated the 
Commi ssion's existing du ty to coo rd inate with Canada and Mex ico, and we will comply with 
the Spectrum Act" s requirements. 

As noted above, our internati onal coo rdinati on effo rts will be ongo ing. We intend to have 
suffi cient arrangements in place in advance of the incentive auctio n to provide aucti on 
participants and non-parti c ipants ali ke enough informati on to make needed business dec isions. 

I appreciate your interest in this important matter. Please do not hes itate to contact me if 
you should require further ass istance. We will place a copy of your inquiry and our response in the 
Commi ssion' s incentive auction docket. 

Incentive Aucti on Task Force 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

JULIUS GENACHOWSKI 

CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Sander M. Levin 
U.S. House of Representati ves 
1236 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Levin : 

April 22, 2013 

Thank yo u fo r yo ur March 28 111 letter regard ing the importance of internat ional 
coordination to the incentive aucti on process, parti cularly for our border states. The Commiss ion 
is keenly aware of the importance of coordination with both Canada and Mexico, and I share 
your confidence that the coordination with our neighboring countries will be successful. 
Enclosed, please find a lette r fro m Gary Epstein, Chair of the Commiss ion ' s Incenti ve Auction 
Task Force, answering the spec ific questions posed in your letter. 

If you have any add itional questions or need any further assistance, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sincere ly, 

Julius Genachowski 

Enclosure 

445 1211-i STREET S .W . WASHINGTON , D . C . 20554 • 202-418-1000 • ..JG@FCC .GOV 



Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

The Honorable Sander M. Levin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
123 6 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Levin: 

April 22, 2013 

Thank you for your letter regarding the importance of international coordination to the incentive 
auction process. The Commission has made coordination with its counterparts in both Canada and 
Mexico a top priority and we expect our efforts to be successful. Below please find answers to the 
specific questions posed in your letter: 

1. What is the current status of coordination efforts with the Canadian or Mexican 
governments? 

The Commission and State Department have been engaged in on-going discussions with Canada 
and Mexico on border issues related to the incentive auction. As is typical in open spectrum 
proceedings with cross-border implications, the Commission, State Department, and their 
Canadian and Mexican counterparts have established government-to-government working 
arrangements that have been operating to help ensure optimal outcomes for all three countries. 
The U.S.-Canada working arrangement has resulted in several teleconferences over the past 
month to advance our work in this area. We expect the consultations with our counterparts in 
Canada and Mexico to result in a better designed and more successful auction. 

The Commission and State Department will continue using established coordination processes 
(e.g. the U.S.-Canada Radio Technical Liaison Committee (RTLC) and U.S.-Mexico High 
Level Consultative Commission on Telecommunications (HLCC)) for regular teleconferences 
and/or meetings with Canadian and Mexican telecommunications officials. 

2. What is the Commission's timeline for international coordination? 

As is typical, our international coordination efforts will be ongoing. We intend to have 
sufficient arrangements in place in advance of the incentive auction to provide auction 
participants and non-participants alike enough information to make needed business decisions. 

3. What are the significant milestones that must be reached to complete the coordination? 

As in any international negotiation, there are several unique stages, and progression from one 
stage to the next depends on a variety of factors. We anticipate one ofthe first areas where the 
United States will reach initial understandings with its Canadian and Mexican counterparts will 
concern the methodologies to be used for interference scenarios for television and future 
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wireless services. We also anticipate seeking initial understandings related to the disposition of 
certain television allotments in Canada and Mexico that are currently protected under bi lateral 
agreements. 

Once the United States and Canada or Mexico reach an understanding on a particular 
coordination issue, various types of negotiated instruments can be used to formalize that 
understanding. 

4. Who will represent the FCC during these discussions? What other U.S. government 
officials will be participating? 

Members of the Commission 's Incenti ve Auction Task Force, particularly staff from the 
International Bureau, represent the Commiss ion during our di scuss ions. Representatives from 
the State Department, particu larl y the State Department 's Internati onal Communications and 
Information Policy Office of Bilateral and Regional Affairs, also participate in these 
discussions. The State Department wi ll lead negotiations on any instruments used to form a li ze 
our understandings with Canada or Mexico . 

5. When does the FCC expect the coordination efforts to be finalized with Canada and 
Mexico? Is there a target date for completion? 

The Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 20 12 (Spectrum Act) reiterated the 
Commission's ex isting duty to coordinate with Canada and Mex ico , and we will compl y with 
the Spectrum Act ' s requirements. 

As noted above, our inte rnati ona l coo rdinati on effo rts wi ll be ongo ing. We intend to have 
suffi cient arrangements in pl ace in adva nce of the incenti ve aucti on to prov ide aucti on 
participants and non-participants alike enough information to make needed business deci sions. 

I appreciate your interest in thi s important matter. Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
you should require further assistance. We will place a copy of your inquiry and our response in the 
Commission ' s incentive auction docket. 

Incenti ve Auction Task Force 


